


Instructional Resource
By Dr. Sarah Ackermann 

13 Spooky Tales: A Book of Children’s Poems may be geared for younger 
readers, but it can inspire creativity among all ages. Use these activities to 
steer playful, whimsical, and creative experiences for the artists in your life. 
Stay spooky!

Two Little Bats Negative Space Activity

Materials: 
❏ Black construction paper - One sheet for each artist
❏ Construction paper (any color) - One sheet for each artist
❏ Pencil, crayon, or marker - One for each artist
❏ Scissors
❏ Masking Tape - One tape bubble for each artist (optional)
❏ Chalk or oil pastels - A variety of colors 

Step One: Read the poem, Two Little Bats, from 13 Spooky Tales with your artists.

Step Two: Ask your artists the following discussion questions:
● What special abilities do bats have?
● Where do bats live?

Step Three: Provide each artist a piece of black paper and another sheet of paper (any color is 
fine). Fold the non-black sheet of paper in half. Using a pencil, marker, or crayon, draw half of a bat 
shape. Make sure that the center of the bat drawing is along the fold of the paper.

Step Four: Provide each artist a pair of scissors. Carefully cut out the bat shape.

Step Five: Lay the bat shape flat on the black paper. If you prefer, you can lightly secure the bat 
shape with a piece of tape.

Step Six: Using the chalk or oil pastels, draw and shade all around the bat shape. You can draw 
something realistic, or take an abstract approach using lots of color and shape.

Step Seven: Carefully lift the bat shape up and away from your paper. 
What remains will be a black bat shape amongst your beautiful pastel markings.

Step Eight: Hang the artwork somewhere for the whole family to enjoy!



Can you flap your arms like a bat?

Fold your colored paper in 
half. Draw half of a spooky 
bat shape on one side of the 
folded paper. Be sure that the 
center of your bat is along the 
folded edge.

Using chalk or oil pastels, color around your bat shape on the black paper. You can create 
an abstract design or something more realistic like this moon scene. Have fun blending 
the colors on the page. When you are done coloring, carefully remove your colored bat to 
reveal the black bat beneath. Discard your colored bat, or save it for another project.

Cut your bat out and 
lay it on top of your 
black paper. 
OPTIONAL: You may 
use a piece of tape 
to lightly secure 
your bat.






